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are used or consumed at least occasionally by humans. For example, toothbrushes are used to clean teeth. The quality of
the toothbrush plays a significant role in the effectiveness with which teeth are cleaned. Typically, a toothbrush comprises
a handle that is gripped by a user and a head portion that contacts the teeth and gum surfaces to be cleaned. The head
portion of the toothbrush usually is curved to facilitate insertion into the mouth of a user. The head portion also usually
includes an abrasive surface, such as a plurality of bristle tufts, to remove plaque and debris from the teeth and gum
surfaces. Over time, a toothbrush can be used to clean teeth that are not properly aligned, or that are in poor condition. In
other words, as a toothbrush is used by an individual, the teeth and gum surfaces that are cleaned may become irregular,
as a result of gum recession, for example. To address this problem, toothbrushes have been developed that can be
removably secured to the individual's teeth. Such toothbrushes have been specifically adapted to be used with an
orthodontic apparatus. Some orthodontic toothbrushes are secured to individual teeth with small, round heads having an
adhesive material on their surface. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,200,306 to Jepson describes a toothbrush with adhesive-
backed, removable attachment means for retaining the toothbrush to a patient's tooth. The attachment means are secured
to the tooth with an adhesive-based material. However, dental adhesives tend to be brittle and, over time, can lose their
adhesiveness to dental surfaces. This can result in the detachment of the toothbrush from the patient's tooth. Moreover,
orthodontic adhesives are difficult to apply, and can require special tools and be relatively time consuming. Therefore,
there is a need for a new and improved toothbrush having a removable attachment means that is more durable, less
susceptible to breakage and more readily attachable to dental surfaces.Ana Maria Vazquez is the first Cuban to be
appointed as the Ambassador of Goodwill to France. A lawyer who studied law in Cuba and
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