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President Donald Trump, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, White House chief economic

advisor Gary Cohn and China's President Xi Jinping (L) welcome US prisoners of war captured in the
Korean War. Photo: AP Photo/Mike Segar A brief summary of the substance of the G20 gathering

here in Hamburg If the past is any guide to the future, the three-day G20 meeting of world leaders
here in Hamburg will be tense and contentious. And, if the rhetoric of President Donald Trump’s

recent tweets is any guide, the summit could erupt into a trade war. But, if anyone is moderating
Trump on trade, it is Chinese President Xi Jinping, who will be well aware that a confrontation over

trade could jeopardize a diplomatic breakthrough on North Korea. On the brink of the G20, a
dramatic twist in a diplomatic spat between the US and Canada has soured the atmosphere. The US
has accused Canada of engaging in illegal “dumping” by selling aluminum at unfair prices. But the
G20 couldn’t hold a meeting without also hashing out the so-called “U.S.-China trade spat.” After

months of trade tensions between the world’s two largest economies, the G20 reaffirmed its
commitment to building on its commitments to industrialize to mitigate climate change. The summit

will be the first major international gathering since the US imposed tariffs on aluminum and steel
imports from the EU, Canada and Mexico. The United States imposes a 25 percent tariff on imported
steel and a 10 percent tariff on imported aluminum. The EU, Canada and Mexico all have retaliated

by slapping a 25 percent tariff on American exports. Trump�
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