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songs.Beleaguered Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan last night dismissed reports the government

was angry at the probe into how he spent millions of rands in public funds. “I want to thank
Parliament for honouring me with a sitting today,” Gordhan said. “I will answer your questions

truthfully, and no more than that.” Parliament convened overnight, after Gordhan was hauled before
a Parliamentary committee investigating him for allegedly helping two former aides divert more than

R2.5 million from an arms deal. “I have no reason to believe that the minister is angry,” said Kryn
Roberts, secretary general of the South African Communist Party, which has called for Gordhan’s

removal. “He is not taking umbrage in the sense of being angry at the country.” Treasury secretary
Mcebisi Jonas on Wednesday asked Gordhan to appear before a parliamentary committee to answer
questions about his alleged role in public spending. Gordhan is currently on leave and has asked the

ANC’s National Executive Committee to extend his sick leave until after the committee’s
investigation. Parliament’s Standing Committee on Finance will hold a highly anticipated session
tomorrow, with a packed agenda comprising of Gordhan, Finance Minister Lindiwe Mabudzi, and

directors general at the department of public enterprises (DPE), public enterprises and small
businesses. ANC MP Anandi Pillay, the chairperson of the committee, told parliament it had heard the

Finance Minister’s case. “He has requested a business-related holiday until 9 April, the day of our
next scheduled meeting on this matter,” Pillay said, adding the committee had a lot of work to do.

The committee is expected to publish its report later in the week, after the ANC’s NEC meeting.
Gordhan said he was ready to face the committee on “any day”, as he called the investigation

“unfair”. He said his fund-raising operation had been audited by an independent auditing body, and
that no-one had raised
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