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changes that occur in these diagnoses over time.
The sample consisted of medical records of

patients admitted to a tertiary hospital in the
metropolitan area of the city of São Paulo

(Southeastern Brazil) between September 1999
and August 2000. Data were collected from

medical records of all inpatients, totaling 17,983
records. Nurses' practice records were analyzed

using content analysis and the opinion of a
nursing expert who elaborated the nursing

diagnoses from the sample records. We identified
93 nursing diagnoses in the records.

Organizational diagnosis, a lack of preparedness,
and a lack of equipment were the most frequently
reported nursing diagnoses. In the medical record,
definitions of signs and symptoms, laboratory and

functional test findings, and key words were
found. The medical record and nursing practice

observations were included in most of the reports.
In conclusion, we observed that, in the medical

records, data were organized in a systematic way.
The most frequently used nursing diagnoses were
related to organizational characteristics and lack
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