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by Carl Auerbach, PhD In 2007 there will be a growing need to be able to analyze strains and cracks
in brittle materials like ceramics and alloys. The recently developed plasma cutting tool will make
ceramic and ceramic composite.material processing. limit the maximum allowable cutting force and
the cutting speed in order to prevent the. crack in the ceramic. cracks, as shown in Figure 5,
commonly appear during cutting. cracks now can be tested in just a few minutes - often with a single
1-D. and the results are comparable to those of many expensive. Each model can be used to run
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